
  

Phase of Absolute 
Sustainability

Phase of Relative 
Sustainability

Technological and 
Organizational 
Expansion of 

Ecological 
Constraints

Phase of Orientation

Environment 
Constraining 
Social 
Development

Cultural 
Adaptation to 
Ecological 
Constraints

Social Consequences: 
Diseases, Hunger, War, 
death

Expansion Exceeding 
Natural Living Conditions 
for Human Beings

Environment

Phase of Disasters

While human beings live in natural environment 
and always adapts to surrounding conditions-
coping with ecological constraints have been 
primary achievement of human societies. 
Therefore, the natural environment as a 
constraint of social life is Absolute Sustainability

Technological progress has extended human life 
beyond immediate constraints of natural 
conditions using fossil fuels with high energy 
contents paved human life independent of 
seasons and locations

This phase is “relative sustainability”

Advanced technological progress, however, did not take the natural constraints of human life and economic activities into 
account. The expansion that exceeds the limits of nature´s capability to regenerate itself leads to situation in which our basic 
living conditions are eroded. Eg. The challenge of the climate change may illustrate this development.

However, since human societies learn 
and adapt to challenges and new 
conditions. Therefore, after a phase of 
orientation a new phase of relative 
absolute sustainability may be reached.
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